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190 J. PARK HARRISON.-On Artificial 

The following presents were announced, and the thanks of the 
meeting voted to the respective donors. 

FOR THE LIBRARY. 

From the INSTITUTION.-Journal of the Royal Institution of Cornwall, 
No. 13, April, 1872. 

From the AUTHOR.-Note on M. Blade's work, L'Origine des BasquLes, 
by W. Webster. 

From the CLUB.-Proceedings of the Berwickshire Naturalists' Club, 
1871. 

From the SoCIETY.-Proceedings of the Royal Society, vol. xx, No. 
134. 

From the EDITOR.-Nature (to date). 
From the AUTHOR.-Sur la D6formation Toulousaine du Crane, by 

Dr. P. Broca. 
From the INSTITUTION.-Journal of the Royal United Service Institu- 

tion, No. 66, 1870. 
From the EDITOR.-La Revue Scientifique, No. 48. 

The following paper was read by the author: 

On the ARTIFICIAL ENLARGEMENT of the EARLOBE. By J. PARK 
HARRISON, M.A. 

THE ancient custom of enlarging the lobe of the ear, either for 
the purpose of forming a loop, as seen in the images of Buddha 
in India and other eastern countries, or, which appears to have been 
the original object, to render it capable of receiving discs, or ear- 
plugs, of larger dimensions and greater weight than the lobe in its 
natural state would be able to carry, has not received the at- 
tention which the subject seems to demand, whether viewed 
simply as an aiithropological fact, or as it may afford evidence 
of intercourse between distant countries in prehistoric times. 

It appeared desirable, therefore, to collect information on the 
point from iiuseums and books of travel, both old and new, and 
lay the results before the Institute, even though the catalogue of 
localities where traces of so singular a custom have been found 
may at present be incomplete. 

From the circumstance that my attention was especially 
called in 1869 to the practice of enlarging the earlobe in Easter 
Island, where it appears to have been for ages in operation, I 
propose to give, first, some particulars from the narratives of 
IRoggewien, Cook, and other navigators; and next, taking 
India as the country where the custom has been known to 
lhave longest flourished, follow it through other lands in geogra- 
phical order. 

Ecaster Isl(nd.-When the Dutch arrived at Easter Island in 
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Er?1argemaent of the Earlobe. 191 

the spring of 1722, whilst still two miles from the shore, a native 
went off to them alone in a canoe. " His ears were excessively 
large and long, so that they hung down upon his shoulders"; 
and it is specially worth notice that on the morning after their 
arrival the people were seen prostrating themselves towards the 
rising sun, near some gigantic statues, which had also elongated 
ears and cylindrical caps on their heads. Amongst the crowd 
there was a native "1 perfectly white" (perhaps from contrast)," in 
whose ears were pendants as big as one's fist". Judging from their 
behaviour and dress, the Dutch came to the conclusion that 
some of the islanders were priests; their heads were shaved, and 
they had "white balls in their ears, and wore hats made of 
black and white feathers."* 

Fifty years later, Captain Cook describes the ears of the 
islanders as " pierced with large holes, through which four or 
five fingers might be thrust with ease"; and he noticed that some 
natives " turned the lobes over the upper part of the ear to keep 
them out of the way." The portrait of an Easter Island woman 
with pendent earlobes, drawn from nature, and engraved in 
Cook's Voyages, is reduced in Plate x, fig. 8. 

The chief ear-ornament in the island was " the white down of 
the feathers of (sea) birds; but rings were also used inside the 
lobes formed of some elastic material rolled up like a spring." 
This, Captain Cook thought, was for the purpose of keeping the 
holes " at their utmost distension."t 

Captain Beechy, writing in 1825, says: " Both sexes still re- 
tain the hideous practice of perforating, the lobes of the ears, 
though the custom is not so general with the men as formerly. 
The aperture, when distended, which is done by a leaf rolled up 
and forced through it, is about an inch and a quarter in diameter. 
The lobe, deprived of its ear-ring, hangs dangling against the 
neck." 

When the Topaze visited the island in 1868, the officers found 
that the practice of enlarging the lobe had almost died out, per- 
haps in consequence of more frequent intercourse with a superior 
race; or from the fact that the chiefs' families, who principally 
affected it (here as elsewhere), had been deported by the Peru- 
vians, and no longer led the fashion. The ears of all but the 
older natives were at this date without slits.$ 

A sketch of the head of one of the curious anatomical wooden 
* Account of Roggewien's voyages in Bowen's Geography, vol. ii, p. 777. 
t Lieut. M. J. Harrison noticed some strips of turtle-shell in 1868, which 

may have been intended for the above purpose, but not used. 
t Two of the gigantic statues were brought to England in the Topaze, and 

are in the British Museum. They have slits in the earlobes-a fact which 
Mr. Bollaert was unaware of when he wrote the " Antiquarian Researches". 
See his note on p. 202. 
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192 J. PARiK HARRISON.-On Artificial 

images which were kept in former times witlh religious care in 
their houses by the natives, is shown in Plate x, fig. 9. This image, 
with other relics, was obtained by Lieutenant Harrison in 1869. 
In addition to the peculiarity of the enlarged earlobes, there is on 
the crown of the head what appears to be the representation of 
a sun god (also with elongated ears), either tattood on the scalp, 
or cut out like a pile pattern from the hair. Some shark's ver- 
tebra,, used as ear-discs, were brought home at the same time 
(Plate xi, fig. 5). 

Amongst other interesting particulars which may assist by 
ard bye in determining the origin of the Easter Islanders, Coin- 
modore Powell learnt from the French missionaries, who had 
been five or six years in the island and acquired the native lan- 
guage, that they have a distinct tradition that the fabricators of 
the stone statues with the elongated ears arrived ages ago in a 
boat froin the west. It appears, also, that drift wood is de- 
posited on Easter Island by a current caused by westerly winds 
which blow in that latitude for six months in the year in a direc- 
tion contrary to the Trades. 

India and Ceylon.-It has already been mentioned that the 
images of Buddha have long flapping ears (see Plate x, fig. 1). 
He usually sits cross-legged, either with a pointed cap with 
a knob, or cross near the top, or else with a curled wig and 
top-knot. In the India Museum there is a standing figure of the 
saint, with the characteristic ears, perforated but without ear- 
rings. In each hand he holds a circular ornament, which it is 
scarcely a stretch of fancy to imagine may represent the ear- 
discs which he discarded when adopting an ascetic life; they are 
like the ear ornaments elsewhere in use in India. 

In Ceylon, three hundred years ago, the people were said by 
early travellers to make " wide lobes in their ears", which " were 
stretched out with the weight of their jewels to the shoulders". 
This probably referred principally to the ears of the chiefs. 

Both in Ceylon and on the opposite continent, as far north as 
Malabar on the west, and Madura to the east, the custom of en- 
larging the lobe still exists in spite of European intercourse. 
But the practice appears to be confined to one or two tribes. 

Captain Hamilton, writing a hundred and fifty years ago,speaks 
more especially of the Naizos, or nobles, of Malabar, as affecting 
long ears. And the natives of Cochin, according to Fitch, had 
ears as large as those of Ceylon. Tn the district of Madura, Dr. 
Shortt menitions that amongst the Marawars, who form the greater 
part of the population, the practice of piercing the ear lobes, and 
" so distending them as to touch the shoulders", is still kept up 
amongst the women. The operation is here, as in other countries 
where the custom prevails, carried out during infancy, and the 
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aperture in the earlobe is very gradually enlarged. Salt and 
water is applied during the first day or two; and at the end of 
a month weights, each slightly heavier than the last, are attached 
to the lobe until it is brought to the requisite length.* 

Though ear ornaments of considerable size are common in other 
parts of India, I have not been able to learn that the lobe of the 
ear is now distorted in the manner above described, in any other 
districts except Madura, Malabar, and Ceylon. 

Many of the Indian idols, however, have elongated ears; in 
some cases profusely decorated with jewels. In the India 
AMuseum there is a group of three, the centre figure of which is 
shown in Plate ii, fig. 4. It has discs in the ears, and also a cir- 
cular ornament in front of the cap. On the right of the image 
there is a similar figure, only smaller; and on its left a female 
Divinity, with large hoop ear-rings with drops attached. 

One of the earliest fragments of sculpture in India has a disc 
of considerable size in the lobe of the right ear, whilst the left is 
decorated with pearls or jewels (see Plate x, fig. 2). It is part of 
a frieze of an ancient temple at Bhitari, near Benares, and repre- 
sents the Indian Bacchus, or the sun, in alto relievo. The temple 
itself has been for many centuries in ruins, and until lately buried 
beneath a mound of rubbish. Several female figures sit on either 
side, and are said to symbolise the planets. The whole com- 
position is singularly enough- styled "'Novgraha," or the Nine 
Planets. 

It is thought by Indian antiquaries that the Temple of Bhitari 
was both of Buddhist and Hindu construction, being alternately 
held by Buddhist and Hindu kings during the Gupta period (A.D. 
100-300), who both embellished it.t 

Without stopping to inquire what may be intended by the 
peculiar treatment of the ears of the sun in the above sculp- 
ture, it will be sufficient to point out that the artificial enlarge- 
ment of the lobe appears originally to have been adopted 
in India for the purpose of receiving a solar disc; and that the 
Ceylon Buddha, when he renounced idolatry, removed the 
emblem from his ear-lobes, which necessarily hung down in con- 
sequence in the manner shown in his images. It is quite con- 
ceivable that his followers also would, for a time at least, have 
affected the same peculiarity. 

Assam, Aracan, Birmah, and Laos.- Ovington, early in the 
last cenltury, noticed holes in the ears of the natives of Assam 
" wide enough to put a thumb in". This dimension accords with 
an uncomimon form of ear-stud from Assam in the Christy 

* See a full and interesting account of the operation by Dr. Shortt in the 
" Memoirs of the Anthropological Society", vol. ii, p. 236. 

t "1 Asiatic Journal of Bengal", vol. xxxiv, p. 84. 
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194 J. PARK HARRISON.-On Artificial 

Museum (see Plate xi, fig. 6). It is formed of grass or rushes 
plaited, the plug being of a diameter suited to a hole of the size 
noticed by Ovington. It is ornamented with a semicircular 
nimbus of coloured bristles, red, white, and black, the effect of 
which is suggestive of the rays of an Eastern sunset. 

The same traveller found that the inhabitants of Aracan 
"caused their ears to hang as low as their shoulders." There is a 
lacquered ear-disc in the Museum of the Institute which probably 
comes from this neighbourhood (Plate xi, fig. 1). Mr. St. Andrew 
St. John noticed that the women of the hill country north of 
Aracan still introduce large plugs into the lobes of their ears. 
The chiefs wear quoit-like ornaments suspended from them. 

Ear-tubes of amber of a considerable size are used in the 
country north of Birmah; some of them are hollow and others 
solid. There are several specimens in the India Museum (see 
Plate xi, fig. 4). 

An idol from Birmah in the Christy Museum, which has a 
pyramidal crown ornamented with six tiers of rays, is apparently 
the representation of a solar deity. It has large plugs in the 
lobes of the ears (Plate x, fig. 3). In the India Museum there 
is a large ear-stud of ebony nearly two inches in diameter. It 
is from Pegu (Plate xi, fig. 7). 

Captain Hamlilton mentions that in Laos " the king's ears, by 
being first bored in his infancy in the fleshy part, were so dis- 
tended by repeated borings that they reached down to his 
shoulders". This, he adds, was "characteristic of his preemi- 
nence above his subjects", who likewise bored their ears, but 
" did not stretch them to such a dimension". He wrote about 
a hundred and fifty years ago. The ears of the people of Siam 
and Ava are also described by early travellers as "lengthened by 
art". 

The Asiatic Islands.-Three wooden images from the Isle of 
Nias, near Sumatra, in the Ethnological Room at the British 
Museum, are remarkable in having the right ear elongated, whilst 
the left remains in its natural state. One of, these, about three 
feet high, is carved out of wood which has either been stained 
a jet black, or has become so from age. It sits on its 
haunches. The head-dress looks like an attenmpt to imitate the 
Egyptian crown; and it has a small pointed beard beneath the 
chin. The two smaller figures in the same case strike one as 
copies of older work. Unlike the Bhitari sculpture, a heart- 
shaped ornament or locket is in each case suspended from the 
elongated ear-lobe, and not inserted in it. Both figures have a 
short stump or tuft on the chin. These images appear to me 
to represent the sun (Plate x, fig. 4). A wooden sword-sheath, 

This content downloaded from 91.229.229.13 on Sun, 15 Jun 2014 02:58:07 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


Enlargement of the Earlobe. 195 

also from the Isle of Nias, is ornamented with three figures 
with large beards growing from beneath their chins. The ear- 
lobes are all enlarged, and appear to have contained, or to have 
been intended for, discs or plugs. This and other interesting 
relics from the same island are in the Christy Museum. 

In the Christy Museum there is also a wooden figure from the 
Island of Nicobar, near Malacca. It is above the height of a 
man, but not ill-proportioned. The lobes of the ears are con- 
siderably enlarged, and there are circular holes in them, which 
appear to be intended for discs or ear-plugs. There is a notch 
in the chin which seems to indicate that there was once a beard 
(see Plate x, fig. 5). 

A metal disc, backed with wood, intended for insertion in the 
lobe of the ear, in the same Museum (Plate xi, fig. 2), is from 
the Isle of Borneo. It is about an inch and a half in diameter. 
Mr. M'Dougall, in his letters from Sarawak, relates that there is 
a tribe in the interior who " dress like the Dyacs, but instead of 
a number of small rings (which the latter wear) in their ears, 
the lobe is itself stretched into a ring, so as in many cases to 
reach to the shoulder. To this the women hang brass or tin 
ornaments."* It was in this region that Pigafetta, who sailed 
with Magellan in 1519,t heard from an old pilot that there was 
an island where there was a race of diminutive stature with ears as 
long as their bodies, so that they lay on one ear and used the 
other for a covering.- They were said to be Troglodytes. A similar 
story is told by Strabo on the authority of Megasthenes; and if 
"the Isles of the Scythians" mentioned by Pliny, where it was 
reported there were natives with ears of the same dimensions, 
and said to have been applied to the same use, are the islands 
alluded to by Strabo, and could be placed in the Indian Archi- 
pelago, it would afford additional evidence that that region was 
known, at least by report, to the ancients.: 

South Paciftc.-A native of Admiralty Island is represented 
in Dumont D'Urville's work with long loops to his ears; and 
in the Soloman Islands, early voyagers found not only greatly 
enlarged earlobes, buit enormous discs in use for distending 
them. There is one of hardwood, inlaid with pearl shell, quite 
three inches in diameter, in the Christy Museum (see Plate xi, 
fig. 3); and I have seen others from the Island of Christovel of 
a similar description in Sir Henry Denham's collection. An 
image from the Soloman Islands in the Christy Museum has dis- 
tended earlobes (Plate x, fig. 6). 

* P. 117. t Pinkerton's Voyage, xi, p. 375. 
t The author of a curious book called "Anthropometamorphosis", which 

was brought to my notice by Dr. Carter Blake, mentions this amongst 
other fabulous stories. Some accounts, however, of long ears are given, which 
agree with the relations of modern travellers. 
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Elongated ears are also found amongst the Vatese-the in- 
habitants of one of the New Hebrides. The lobes are described 
in Murray's "Polynesia" as filled with circular pieces of 
stone, and large ornaments of white shell hanging from them, so 
as often to extenld the orifice to a great size.* Long loops are 
shown in the ears of a native of New Caledonia in Dumont 
d'Urville's work (Plate x, fig. 7). 

In the Pelew Islands it is, or was until recently, the custom 
for the men to have one ear perforated, whilst the women's ears 
were both pierced. The ear-ornaments are described as beads, 
tortoise-shell, and leaves. 

Enlarged earlobes are found in the Navigators, Fiji, and 
Friendly Islands. Speaking of Samoa, the late Mr. Prichard says, 
" it is noteworthy that whilst both the dark and fair-skinned is- 
landers enlarge the lobes, the holes are always larger amongst 
the former."t In Penrhyn Island, however, where the inhabit- 
ants are exceptionally fair, the custom of enlarging the earlobe 
also prevails-more especially amongst the chiefs. 

In Mangea, one of the Society group, Cook relates that the 
natives had such large slits in the lobes of their ears that they 
were sometimes used as a receptacle for various implements 
and weapons. Between Mangea and Easter Island lies Oparo, 
or little Rapa Isle, from which the native name of Easter Island 
-Rapa nui-is traditionally derived; and from thence to Peru 
is an unbroken expanse of ocean two thousand miles in extent. 

America.-The practice of enlarging the ears of persons of high 
rank was found in existence amongst the Peruvians at the time 
of the Spanish Conquest. The fact is so well known, that T will- 
merely direct attention to a reduced sketch of the terra-cotta 
head (Plate xi, fig.. 1), referred to in Mr. Bollaert's " Antiquarian 
Researches." It represents the head of a chief, with the lobes of 
the ears "enlarged by the insertion of a wheel of gold or sorime 
other material."+ The early Spanish historians mention that 
an elaborate religious ceremuony took place in the temple of the 
Sun at Cuzco, on the occasion of boring the ears of the young 
Peruvianl nobles. In the case of the royal prinices, the Inca 
himself pierced their earlobes with a golden pin. 

A mask in the, Christy Museum, fromi Palenque, in Central 
Anmerica, shows that there also the lobe was enlarged for the 
purpose of holding solid circular orniaments. The mask is about 
nine inches wide, and the cylinders in the ears two inches in 
diameter by two inches long (Plate xi, ficr. 2). In the same 
museum there are some plain discs of wood, somne solid, and 

* " Polynesia", p. 225. t " Fiji and the Fijians", p. 428. 
t The sketch is taken fromn a photograph. The head is a vase, and the 

ornameiit at the top of the head-dress appears to be formed of string or sinnet. 
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others with a circular aperture in the centre, about two inches 
in diameter, from the country of the Caranje and Apinaje 
Indians, in Brazil. The custom of enlarging the earlobe in this 
country appears to have been confined to a very few tribes. 

The Paraguayans were described by Father Sepp in the 
earlier part of last century as having "large holes bored in their 
ears, and under their under-lips, like some of the Brazilians."* 
In Mexico, though discs seeni, from the illuminations, to have 
been inserted in the earlobes, they do not appear to have been 
of any considerable size. There is no certain evidence that the 
practice existed further north.t 

Countries to the North- West of India.-Ornamental ear-discs of 
considerable dimensions were used by the Persians, Etruscans, 
and Egyptians, but they appear to have been made of thin plates 
of metal, and to have been fastened to the ear with wire hooks, 
as in the case of modern earrings. The earlobe was not en- 
larged, or, if any slight deformity was caused by the weight of 
the pendants, it was concealed by the ear-ornaments themselves; 
those in the frescoes styled "musical parties", in the British 
Museum, cover the lower half of the ear. 

Amongst the Etruscans, Egyptians, Greeks, and Hebrews, the 
use of ear-ornaments was confined to women, except, as it would 
appear, when the last-named people lapsed for a time into Baal- 
worship. 

Amongst the archaic statuettes from the Mediterranean in the 
British Museum, there are a few in which one may possibly de- 
tect elongated earlobes; as, for example, the figure of the Priestess 
of the Sun from the Isle of Rhodes (Plate xi, fig. 3). On 
a careful examination, the loops showing beneath the hair do 
not appear to be part of the head-dress. There is another 
priestess in the same Museum, from the Isle of Cyprus, with 
similar loops. 

If one could feel sure that the archaic figure of the Sun from 
Thebes in Boeotia (Plate xi, fig. 5) has enlarged earlobes, and not 
suspended ear-discs, it would go far to confirm the impression 
that the loops in the figures of the priestesses were intended to 
represent elongated earlobes deprived for some reason of their 
ornaments. The statuettes are, I believe, supposed to be, of 
about the date 300-600 B.C.+ There is another figure from 
Thebes (Plate xi, fig. 6) which is also probably a priestess. She 
appears to have discs in the lobes of her ears. 

* Bowen, vol. ii, p. 540. 
t One of the plates in Catlin's great work shows a string of beads 

suspended from the earlobe of an Indian woman, but it does not appear 
to distort the member. 

1 Excepting fig. 5, which is of an earlier date, perhaps anterior to the in- 
troduction of form in the body of a statue. 
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Africa.-Early travellers mention that some of the inhabit- 
ants of Zanzibar enlarged the earlobe, and it appears to be the 
custom still in that country amongst the Banians. They are 
said to have " ornaments studded with precious stones let into 
their ears-not pendant, but let into the lobes. Those who 
cannot afford such rich baubles cut a notch in the ear, and gra- 
dually extend it, until a piece of wood resembling draughtsrmen 
can be inserted."* It is added that the Banians are a handsome 
and superior race, and there is a tradition that their ancestors 
originally came from the valley of the Tigris. 

In the Christy Museum there is a stud for the ear about 
the size of the ear-disc just described-. It comes from the 
neighbourhood of Natal (see Plate xi, fig. 8). It is worth notice 
that the Zulus also are said to have migrated from the North. 

Origin of the Custom.-In conclusion, I may mention that the 
Sun is represented with ears in an image of a Solar Divinity, 
which I have recently seen in the India Museum. They are 
also fouind in discs of the sun on the carved rocks at Veraguas. 
And there is a rude figure of the sun with large ears on a rock 
at Pommier in South America.t 

In a future communication I shall hope to return to the sub- 
ject, and give further evidence that the practice of enlarging 
the earlobes was connected with sun-worship. I will now 
merely add that "ear-riings ", or, at least, ear-ornaments of cer- 
tain kinds, were very early associated with heathen worshipj- 
indeed, as far back as we have any records. And discs would 
have been the most appropriate emblems that sun-worshippers 
could have made use of. 

DIscussIoN. 
Sir ARTHUR PHAYRE said: The only countries in which I have had 

the opportunity of observing people who habitually distended the 
lobes of their ears, are Burmah and the adjoining hill tracts. The 
Burmese, who are Buddhists, distend their ears to some extent, but 
much less than the hill tribes, who are not Buddhists, do. Among 
the latter I have seen a woman, little above four feet high, with cir- 
cular bits of elephant's bone, fromn two to two and a half inches in 
diameter, thrust into the lobe of the ears. From the ancient Indian 
sculptures it would appear that the Buddhists distended their ears; 
but some figures in such sculptures, and apparently those in an 
inferior position, have not that peculiarity. 

Dr. CHARNOCK said an extension of the ear-lobes is also found among 
the Chinese; according to Southey, among the peoples of Brazil; and, 
as Adair relates, among the North American Indians. 

* " Cruise of the Gorgon", p. 100. 
t Plate to Dr. Seemann's paper, " Mem. Anth. Soc.", vol. ii, p. 279. 
: Dr. Smith's Dictionary. Art. Earrings. 
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The PRESIDENT had no doubt that the custom of extending the 
earlobes was of great antiquity. He doubted whether it had origin- 
ally any religious signification, although it may have, like so many 
other ancient customs, gradually acquired a religious character. 

The Director read the following paper: 
GENERAL DESCRIPTION of the GREAT BARROWS of KOKOTOWi, 

near the VILLAGE of ARDASCHEWO, in SAPOLIA, RUSSIA. By 
NICHOLAS CASIMIR, BARON DE BOGOUSCHEFSKY, Kt., St. VI. 

[Abstract.] 
BEFORE coming to the. tumuli near the village of Ardaschewo, 
near Sapolia, in the parish of Meletowo, government and district 
of Pskov, in Russia, a large plain, overgrown with white moss, 
covered with hillocks of drift (yellow) sand, and with a few 
bushes here and there, principally birch, must be traversed; 
after that the road turns to the west, and passing a small 
wood of low ashes and birches, a large plateau is reached, 
descending to the north-east, towards a small rivulet (run- 
ning below the plateau, and in an almost easterly direction), 
beyond which the ground rises again gradually, and at about a 
quarter of a mile's distance are Iiigh brown hills, some covered 
with low brushwood, the rest entirely destitute of vegetation. 
To the south this plateau descends to a marshy meadow, beyond 
which is a large wood; to the west a hill rises, and behind 
it is situated the village of Ardaschewo. In the middle of 
this plateau, and on the south side of the road from Sapolia to 
Ardaschewo, facing the rivulet, although at a distance of about 
two hundred and fifty paces from it, is a cluster of curiously- 
shaped, low sand hillocks, disposed in a parallelogram (with the 
side towards the rivulet open). From this central citadel two 
rows of hillocks, formed of yellow sand and grey ashy earth, 
overgrown with ferns and miserable grass and a few stunted 
bushes, run in two directions, the one going almost due 
south; the other, formed of two, and sometimes of three, rows 
of hillocks (which, in this instance, are very high, and over- 
grown with larger trees), leads to the west or south-west 
by west, towards the village of Ardaschewo, and, after tra- 
versing about one hlndred yards, terminates in a huge stone 
altar. The triangle formed by these rows of hillocks is oc- 
cupied by more recent grave stones set on edge in the form 
of an oblong and filled inside with earth. To the north- 
that is, towards the rivulet, and branching off from the 
same long hillock as the line leadilg to the stone altar, but be- 
ginning at the north end of it instead of the south end, where 
the other row of tumuli begins-is another liine consisting only 
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